Hope from Abroad in the International Medical Travel of Yemeni Patients.
Studies of care-seeking behaviour have generally focused only on the medical facilities that are available within a country's national boundaries. However, a growing number of patients worldwide are pursuing medical services outside of their own countries. The burgeoning literature on 'medical tourism' tends to offer the perspectives of the treatment destinations, not the experiences of patients. This paper examines the international medical travel of patients from the capital-poor country of Yemen. Families in Yemen often sacrifice greatly to seek the advanced, trustworthy technological medicine that is unavailable locally. The paper draws on interviews conducted with 71 Yemeni medical travellers in India and Jordan, as well as a survey of 205 doctors in Yemen about their disclosure practices regarding terminally ill patients. While perhaps an attractive option in today's global world, the use of medical services abroad affects local perceptions: it perpetuates a lack of trust in local capabilities, invites criticism of the government for not providing care to its citizens and fosters the hope that a cure exists somewhere in the world.